In summer 2017, an intensive eld survey was carried out in the major wheat growing areas of Azerbaijan to identify root and crown rot fungi associated with winter wheat. Plants showing root and crown rot symptoms were collected from 76 wheat elds and transferred to the laboratory. Small sections of necrotic or discolored root, crown, and subcrown tissues of the plants were surface disinfested with 1% sodium hypochlorite solution for 3 min, triple rinsed with sterile distilled water, dried on sterilized lter paper, and placed on 1/5 strength potato dextrose agar amended with 25 mg/liter of chloramphenicol and 100 mg/liter of streptomycin sulfate. Rhizoctonia spp. characteristically having obvious right-angled branching, septa near the branching point, and constrictions at the base of hyphal branches were consistently isolated from the samples representing six elds in Kurdamir, Barda, Ismailli, and Oguz locations. Isolates were puri ed using the hyphal-tip method and 
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Four weeks after incubation at 12-h photoperiod and 24°C, plants were harvested, washed, and investigated for discoloration or lesion on crown and subcrown internode tissues. The most virulent isolates were AG-4 HGII strains causing rot, discoloration, and lesions on root, crown, and subcrown internode tissues, whereas AG-2-1 strain was moderately virulent, The author(s) declare no con ict of interest.
